
Sustainable Sackville Steering Committee Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date: November 28, 2012

Location: Tantramar Planning District Commission Board Room

Attendees: David Hunter, Heather Patterson, Margaret Tusz-King, Nancy MacKinnon, Emily Phillips, Rob Burroughs, Michael Fox, Tracey Wade, Michael 
Tower, Ron Aiken, Trish Edwards
Regrets: Adam Cheeseman, George Woodburn

Agenda Items Discussion Decision Action Items

1. Approval of 
Agenda

Approved.

2. Meeting 
Minutes from 
October 22th, 2012 

Approved.

3. Business Arising VIA Rail Response
• SSSC received a response from VIA Rail 

concerning the reduction of service.  Service was 
cancelled because ridership was low – about 4 
people per day.  VIA was not interested in holding 
a meeting with community representatives.

Dave's Meat Project
• The SaveEasy is willing to sell local meat and 

Andy Rose is on-board.  Primal and sub primal 
cuts of local pork and beef will be butchered, 
packaged, and sold at SaveEasy in 8-10 feet of 
premium retail space in the meat aisle.

• Sue Rose is designing the labels (green for beef 
and yellow/orange for pork to distinguish from 
non-local meats).  By the January meeting the 
graphic concept will be complete.

• Concern about trade marking name.

The SSSC does not want meat 
labelled “Sustainable Sackville” - 
instead the slogans “Totally 
Tantramar” and “Taste of 
Tantramar” were preferred.

All members should think of 
additional names/slogans upon 
which to build a regional local 
food campaign.

Dave and Ron (and Emily if 
needed) will write up a 
paragraph explaining Taste of 
Tantramar project for Council to 
accompany the $700 funding 
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• The local meat should be ready to be sold in the 
SaveEasy by mid February or March.

• Signage will depict participating local farmers in 
the SaveEasy.

• Dave will write articles about the participating 
farmers and the importance of buying local meat

Appointment of New Committee Members
• Randy Geddes has resigned.
• New community representative – health? Other 

sectors?
• Nancy is determining a potential youth 

representative from the high school.
• Need a second senior member of staff.

Climate Change Conference
• EOS Eco-Energy and Emily, as part of her Master's 

project, are developing a program for public 
engagement on regional adaptation to climate 
change.  The current idea is to put on a series of 
“Science Cafes”  which will bring experts directly 
to community members in a familiar setting, with 
ample time to discuss the information presented 
and ask questions.  The kick off event could be 
Dr. Ian Mauro's film on Climate Change in Atlantic 
Canada, to be screened at the Vogue Theatre.

• There was Committee interest in the Science Cafe 
idea, another idea mentioned was a climate 
change week in February.

• Jeff Wilson (an Economist) and Dr. David Lieske 
(an Environmental Scientist at MTA) came to 
Council to present their study of the potential 
cost of damages due to flooding in Sackville  - 

recommendation for graphic 
design of labels and signs.

Dave, Heather, and others will 
explore with potential SSSC 
members their level of interest 
in joining. (Dr. Allison Dysart, Dr. 
Ross Thomas, Harold – retired 
physician, Ed Burrage, others?).
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and how these costs change depending on 
different adaptation scenarios.
.

4. Defining Our 
Committee

• Pursue small projects, on an appropriate scale for 
the SSSC's abilities, at the local level, which will 
then ripple out to benefit the community.

• Ensure that things get done, not just talking.
• Ideas can come from the public.
• Work to get Council behind initiatives/projects 

and inform them of sustainability actions in 
town.

• Want annual work-plan to be endorsed by 
Council so that checks can be made out by staff  - 
save Council's time during SSSC reports.

• Present proposals, recommendations, and ideas 
to Council – ensure that they fit within the 
mandate and the “Appendix F” sustainability 
lens.  Put it on paper.

• Advice to Council should be based on data, 
background information, etc.

• Bring in partners 
• Develop recommendations
• There could be hundreds of actions still relevant 

to Sackville's sustainability that were not 
included in the report, so don't let the plan limit 
too strictly if there's a good idea.

• Step-wise process.
• SSSC can have mid year reviews, practice 

adaptive management (ex: if able to fulfil goals 
faster than expected).

• RCE role – interest in future partnerships for 
SSHRC funds.

The Terms of Reference will remain 
the same, and the SSSC will be 
both an action-oriented and 
advisory committee.

Add to the agenda a standing 
committee update of “Sustainable 
Goings-on in Sackville”.  This can be 
a round-table, and opportunity for 
RCE partners to share what they 
are aware of through their work.

Heather will type up the Terms 
of Reference (with the phrase 
that was accidentally left out) 
and circulate it to the SSSC.

Emily and Tracey will develop a 
preliminary work-plan for 2013 
incorporating the SSSC's 
priorities for next year with 
budget lines and detail about 
how the projects fit within the 
Sustainable Sackville plan.

Ron will speak with Michael 
Beale about Council's 2013 
budget process.

Heather, Dave, and Emily will 
ensure a standing committee 
update on “Sustainable Goings-
on in Sackville” is added to each 
agenda.
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• Length of terms/rotation – youth rep (1 year), 
community reps (depend 
individual/organization), school rep (at discretion 
of school), MASU rep (1 year – associated with 
position).

5.Recommendatio
ns to Council

◦ The SSSC recommends to Council that Council 
authorize the use of $700 out of the SSSC budget to 
be paid to Sue Rose for the graphic design of labels 
and signage for the Taste of Tantramar local meat 
project.

6. New Business Downtown Revitalization Committee
◦ Moving along with plan to update 

infrastructure on Bridge Street and Main 
Street (to about Allison Avenue/Library).  

◦ Tearing up street, replacing it
◦ Upgrading electrical and talking with NB 

power about burying cables on Bridge Street. 
NB Power is also putting in new LED lighting.

◦ Update crosswalks and add garden by one 
across from the SaveEasy and Post Office.

◦ Cost between $900,000 and $1,000,000 – 
meeting with ACOA, Mike Olscamp, and 
other partnerships

University Environmental Issues Committee
• Michael Fox returned to the idea presented to 

the Committee by the EcoAction Representatives 
at our last meeting: that both the university and 
the Town wish to have a person or group 
responsible for the coordination, implementation 
and communication of sustainability issues and 
plans and one approach might be an integrated 

Letter of Support requested for 
Downtown Revitalization 
Committee  – Heather and Dave 
draft?

Michael will pursue the 
possibility of a shared 
Town/MTA Sustainability 
Coordinator with university 
officials and Heather. 
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approach. He noted that Graham May was the 
Chair of the university's Environmental Issues 
Committee, which is made up of students, 
administrators and faculty and that they are, in 
fact, part of the town. Committee members 
agreed that some form of shared position or 
approach to sustainability planning and 
implementation of action plans would be a 
wonderful route to take. 

• The EIC is also hosting weekly Lunch and Learns 
with students about different aspects of MTA's 
sustainability.

7. Next Meeting Meetings will be held on the third Tuesday of every 
month... except for January 2013, which will tentatively 
take place on January 9th (the second Tuesday).

Emily will send out links to 
ACASA/RAC Conference 
proceedings.


